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LGBTI+ victories of 2020 (so far) 
On May 17th, we celebrate The International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia. This day was created in 2004 to draw attention to the violence and discrimination experienced by lesbian, gay, bisexuals, transgender, intersex people and all other people with diverse sexual orientations, gender identities or expressions, and sex characteristics.  
While the fight for equal rights and fair treatment of the LGBTI+ community globally is challenging and is now further hampered by the COIVD-19 pandemic, there are still a number of victories that we can celebrate. Positive steps have been taken in several countries this year to improve LGBTI+ rights, health and well-being. Below are some of the highlights so far from 2020 that are definitely worth celebrating!  

1. “Global Pride 2020. Exist. Persist. Resist.”

Despite the heavy impact of COIVD-19 on LGBTI+ communities and cancellations of most gay pride events in 2020, the community will have the chance to come together online. Global Pride 2020 was launched in April as a partnership between InterPride, the European Pride Organisers Association, and national Pride networks in several countries. It’s being led by a team of volunteers from every region of the world who are all committed to ensuring that everyone, everywhere, can take part in Pride on the 27th of June. 

You can sign up for the Global Pride 2020 here. 

2. “Factbox: Andorra set to become latest nation to legalize gay marriage” 

Following the landmark move for marriage equality in Northern Ireland at the end of last year, Andorra is set to be the next European nation to legalise same-sex marriage in 2020! A bill presented by the ruling coalition of Europe’s smallest country with 80,000 people on the border of France and Spain, will remove the legal distinction between same-sex civil unions and heterosexual weddings.  

If you are curious to learn more about marriage equality worldwide, click here.  


3. “IACHR finds Peru responsible for anti-LGBTI torture and discrimination” 

In April, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACHR) declared Peru responsible for the violation of the rights of a trans woman who was illegally detained and assaulted by police in 2008. This was the first time that the IACHR has considered a case of discriminatory torture and has been hailed as a major win for human rights defenders in the region. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]You can learn more about the IACHR Standards on Equality and Non-Discrimination here.

4. “Virginia is the first state in the South to make it illegal to discriminate against LGBTQ people" 

In April, the governor of Virginia signed the Virginia Values Act into law, making the state the first in the South to pass a law protecting LGBTI+ people from discrimination. It now adds sexual orientation and gender identity to the state’s current civil rights laws, banning discrimination in employment, housing, and credit. 

If you want to learn more about the source and scope of the core legal obligations that states have to protect the human rights of LGBTI+ people, click here.  

5.  “Asia’s ‘gay Netflix’ to go global, tap into Covid-19 theme” 

From May onwards, Asia’s first LGBTI+ video streaming platform, dubbed the continent’s “gay Netflix”, is going global – hoping to reach hundreds of millions of people isolated by the coronavirus. GagaOOLala – a combination of two phrases for gay people in Taiwan – is available in 21 Asian countries since launching in 2017 and will now expand to more than 190 countries. 

You can get further inspiration from the 15 international movie recommendations rewarded during the Amsterdam LGBTQ+ Film Festival in March here.   
 
6.  “French Senate approves bill allowing IVF for single women, lesbians” 

In January, France’s Senate voted in favour of a bill that would allow single women and lesbian couples access to in-vitro fertilization (IVF), the first major social reform of President Emmanuel Macron. The law would unwind some of western Europe’s strictest rules governing medically assisted pregnancies.  

Read up more about breaking the silence on (in)infertility issues of LGBTI people here. 
 
7.  “Canada moves to criminalize LGBTQ+ 'conversion therapy'” 

In March, the federal government has introduced new legislation to criminalize LGBTQ+ “conversion therapy” in Canada.  According to the Criminal Code it is now understood as an offense to benefit from or cause a person to undergo therapy designed to change a person’s sexual orientation to heterosexual, to change a person’s gender identity to one that matches the sex assigned at birth to repress or reduce non-heterosexual sexual attraction or behaviours.  

Worldwide only Germany, Brazil, Ecuador and Malta also have officially banned conversion therapy measures. If you are curious which other countries are currently in the process of outlawing these treatments, click here.  

8. “RCGP launches trailblazing LGBT e-learning suite for family doctors” 

In the United Kingdom, the Royal College of General Practitioners (GPs), in partnership with the Government Equalities Office (GEO) has launched a suite of e-learning resources to support GPs and other healthcare professionals to deliver the best possible care for LGBTI+ patients. With six online learning modules, as well as podcasts and screencasts, they aim to ensure users have access to evidence-based, up-to-date information to deal with the unique health needs LGBTI+ patients may have. 

If you want to learn more about specific needs of LGBTI+ populations, click here.  
 
9.  “Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the organisers of Cape Town Pride 2020” 

In February, Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu has been given a Lifetime Achievement Award for his service to the LGBTI+ community awarded by Outreach Africa, the organisers of Cape Town Pride. Awarded a Nobel Peace Prize in 1984 for his anti-Apartheid activism and commitment to non-violence, Tutu has long been lauded for working to support marginalised communities and demographics. 
If you want to learn more about the five LGBTI+ activists that UN Women considers crucial to know, click here.  
 
10.  “Chile: landmark court ruling grants trans person equal access to private healthcare” 

The Supreme Court of Chile has ruled against a local healthcare provider which sought to deny a trans man up to 75% of the funding offered to other clients. The Supreme Court noted that the healthcare provider’s actions were unfounded, as a trans person does not suffer any type of alteration in the mechanisms that work to keep the human body alive and functioning.  Local activist group Movilh, which assisted the plaintiff, celebrated the victory: "We are in the presence of a huge judicial triumph to guarantee equal access to private health for trans people," said lawyer Mónica Arias in a statement. 

If you want to read up more on barriers to health care for transgender individuals in general, click here.  
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